Running head: ATTRIBUTES OF GOOD PARENTING 	1

ATTRIBUTES OF GOOD PARENTING 		3











Attributes of a Good Parent
Name
Institution
Date



To begin with, a good parent should be ready to face and absorb the challenges that come with raising children. Being a parent is not an easy undertaking. It involves providing and being available for the children. Sometimes children will get unwell in the middle of the night, and it is the responsibility of the parent to take care of the child at that time, which might even involve taking them to hospital. Though there is no exclusively perfect parent, parents need to make personal sacrifices and change some of their approaches for the benefit of their children. If a parent is used to having time in the evening and over the weekend with friends, he/she must sacrifice that time and make sure that they spend it with their children. Additionally, if for example a parent has the habit of eating takeout food, they have to forego that luxury for the benefit of their child. As such, it is important that parents sacrifice their own comfort for the benefit of the children.
Another attribute of being a good parent is that one must love their children unconditionally. Loving someone unreservedly is to love them notwithstanding their mistakes or failures. As children grow, they might say and do things that will hurt their parents. Whether it is dishonesty or misbehaving in school, children are bound to do things that parents may not approve of. As children grow, it is obvious that somewhere along the way, they will annoy the parents, whether knowingly or unknowingly. However, it is the responsibility of a good parent to teach their children that their behaviors are unacceptable, while still expressing their affection throughout the disciplinary process. Such children will grow up knowing that their parents love them and they will appreciate these actions when the grow up and become parents themselves. As such, it is important for parents to realize that if they want to be good parents to their children, they have to combine discipline and affection, as they are both important parts of parenting.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next attribute that individual must possess to be good parents is that of being able to provide safety for their families. Family safety includes the physical safety of housing, the economic safety of being able to foot the family’s financial requirements, as well as emotional and psychological safety. Due to the uncertainties that exist in the modern world, children require a high degree of security from their parents. Good parents should thus ensure that they provide financial and emotional security to their children to prepare them for the future. In today’s world, education is particularly important and thus parents should ensure that they offer their children the best learning opportunities in order to safeguard their future. This attribute is also connected to the need for parents to be able to listen to the needs of their children, and to respond effectively. Undeniably, even parents make mistake that offend or hurt their children. A good parent should accept their failures in good time for the good of the family and the children. 

